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tinue to be discovered, attesting the use of Arabic, as a
cultivated language, long before the age of Mohammed.
The trilingual inscription of Zabad (Aramaic, Arabic,
Greek) dates from 513 A. D.; a bilingual inscription of
Harran (Arabic and Greek) from 568 A.D.

With Mohammed Arabic became the language
of a victorious religion and of a victorious literature
in Asia, Africa, and, for a time, even in Europe.
The language of the Qur'an became a new type
of literary excellence by the side of the ancient
Bedouin poetry. In the second century after the
Hejra grammatical studies fixed the rules of classical
Arabic permanently, and after 1200 years the Qur'&n,
representing the language of the seventh century, is
still read and understood by all educated Arabs. The
spoken Arabic, however, differs dialectically in Egypt,
Algeria, Syria, and Arabia. One Arabic dialect con-
tinues to be spoken in Malta.

Himyaritic Inscriptions.

There seems to have existed a very ancient civilisa-
tion in the south of the Arabian peninsula, sometimes
called Salaean, remnants of which have been dis-
covered in colossal monuments and in numerous in-
scriptions, written in a peculiar alphabet, called
ffiwiyaritic. Their age is supposed to date from
before our era, and to extend to the fourth century
A.D. It is possible to distinguish traces of different
dialects in these SaLaean inscriptions, but they are nil
closely allied to Arabic. The Sabaean language wan
probably spoken in the south of the Arabian penin-
sula till the advent of Mohammedanism, which made
Arabic the language of the whole of Yemen.